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Problem Sums Practice 

 

1. Mrs Ng wants to pack some potatoes into bags. If she puts 10 potatoes 

into each bag, she will need 7 more potatoes. If she puts 9 potatoes 

into each bag, she will have 3 potatoes left over. How many potatoes 

does Mrs Ng have? 

2. The cost of 3 apples is the same as 2 oranges. The total cost of 4 

apples and 3 oranges is $3.40. Mrs Li bought 7 apples and 5 oranges. 

How much did she pay for the apples and oranges altogether? 

3. A farmer has 29 chickens and goats on his farm. The animals have a 

total of 92 legs. How many goats were there? 

4. There are 25 questions in a quiz. 4 marks is awarded for each correct 

answer and 2 marks is deducted for each wrong answer. Krista scored 

70 marks. How many questions did she answer incorrectly? 

5. There were 76 more apples than oranges at a fruit stall. After 68 

apples and 227 oranges were sold, the number of the remaining 

apples was 6 times that of the remaining oranges. What was the total 

number of apples and oranges at the fruit stall at first? 

6. At a fruit stall, apples are sold at 4 for $3. Nithrik wants to buy 36 

apples. She has only $20. How much more money does she need? 

7. Timothy and Jordan can paint a room in 2 h together. If Timothy is 

painting the room alone, he can complete the task in 6 h. How long 

will Jordan take to paint the room all by himself? 
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8. It takes 4 minutes to fill up an empty container from a tap. Water 

from the container is drained away by a pump in 5 minutes. How long 

will it take to fill up the empty container if both the tap and the pump 

are turned on at the same time? 

9. Zachary had a total of 448 papayas and kiwis. He sold  
 

 
  of the 

papayas  and  
 

 
  of the kiwis. Zachary sold 164 fruits in all. How many 

kiwis did he sell? 

10. There are a total of 117 pieces of 5¢, 10¢ and 20¢ coins in a box. There 

are 9 more 5¢ coins than 10¢ coins and four times as many 20¢ coins 

as 5¢ coins. How much do all the 20¢ coins add up to? 

11. A clerk is paid $2 for every 400 words she types. She receives a bonus 

of $2 for every 2000 words she types. How many words must she type 

to earn $160? 

12. Benny paid $24.30 for 9 files and 6 books. The total cost of a file and 

a book is $3. Madeline bought 5 files and 2 books. How much did she 

pay for these items? 

13. A carton contains 48 similar shirts. The total mass of the carton with  
 

 
  of its contents is 49.6 kg lighter than the carton with all of its 

contents. The mass of each shirt is  
 

 
  times the mass of the carton. 

Find the total mass of the carton with all its contents. 

14. Mabel and Lena have some jellybeans each. If Mabel gives Lena 24 

jellybeans, they will have an equal number of jellybeans. If Mabel gives 

Lena 56 jellybeans, Mabel will have  
 

 
  as many jellybeans as Lena. 

How many jellybeans does Mabel have at first? 
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15. Caleb’s age is  
 

 
  of his grandfather’s. his grandfather will be 80 years 

old in 24 years’ time. In how many years’ time will Caleb’s age be  
 

 
  

that of his grandfather’s? 

16. A shopkeeper bought some toy trains and toy cars. A toy train cost 6 

times as much as a toy car. He spent  
 

 
  of his money buying toy cars 

and  
 

 
  of his remaining money on 7 toy trains. How many toy cars did 

he buy? 

17. Farmer Tom had 56 more ducks than chickens on his farm. When he 

sold 97 of the chickens and ducks, the number of chickens become 

half of its original number and he had 323 ducks and chickens left. 

(a) How many chickens did he have in the beginning? 

(b) How many ducks were sold? 

18. Tim bought some chocolates and gave half of them to Jim. Jim bought 

some sweets and gave half of them to Tim. Tim ate 24 sweets and Jim 

ate 36 chocolates. The ratio of Tim’s sweets to chocolates became 1 : 

7. The ratio of Jim’s sweets to chocolates became 1 : 4. How many 

sweets did Jim buy? 

 

  


