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Problem Sums Practice 

 

1. A sum of money was divided among Carl, Donovan and Ethan  in the ratio of 

2 : 3 : 4 respectively. Ethan received $60 more than Carl. What was the sum of 

money at first? 

2. 540 g of flour can fill  
 

 
  of a container. Find the amount of flour needed to fill  

 

  
  of the container. 

3. A photocopying machine can print 243 pieces of paper in 3 minutes. How 

many pieces of paper are printed by the machine in 7 minutes? 

4. Andrew had a sum of money. He saved half of it and gave $400 to his mother. 

He then spent $200 and realised that he had $50 left. How much did he have 

at first? 

5. On the reverse side of a card is a number. The decimal point of this number is 

shifted to the right twice. The difference between the new number and the 

initial number is 544.5. What is the number written on the card? 

6. Madeline is thrice as heavy as Alison. Britney is twice as heavy as Madeline. 

Britney is (70 – u) kg heavier than Alison. What is Alison’s mass in terms of u? 

7. There were 112 children at the pool.  
 

 
  of the boys and  

 

 
  of the girls were 

swimming. 45 children were not swimming. How many boys and how many 

girls were swimming in the pool? 
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8. A shopkeeper bought a handbag for $360. What is the selling price of the 

handbag so that he can allow a discount of 10% of the selling price and yet 

earn 10% on the cost price? 

9. The area of the square below is 225 cm². Find the decrease in area if the length 

of each side is reduced by 20%. 

  

                               Area = 225 cm² 

 

 

 

 

 

10. 3 boys, Leonard, Mike and Nathan shared the cost of a birthday present for 

their father on his birthday. The ratio of Leonard’s share to the total of Mike’s 

and Nathan’s share was 1 : 3. The ratio of Mike’s share to the total of 

Leonard’s and Nathan’s share was 1 : 5. Nathan paid $50 more than Mike. 

Find the cost of the present. 

11. 100 people attended a party. Each adult was given 6 cakes. Each child was 

given 4 brownies. The adults were served 160 more brownies than the 

children. How many more adults than children attended the party? 

12. Fiona and Claris had a total of $2660. After their mother gave them each $380, 

Fiona had 25% more money than Claris. Find the amount of money Claris had 

at first. 

13. Natalie and Lindsey brought some money for shopping. The ratio of Natalie’s 

money to that of Lindsey’s was 5 : 8. After Natalie bought a ring which cost 

$210, the ratio of Natalie’s money to that of Lindsey’s became 1 : 3. How much 

money did Lindsey bring along for shopping? 



 
 
3 www.talkingmaths.com P6/03/02 
 

14. Mr Ling gave 25% of his monthly salary to charity. When his salary was 

increased by $300, he continued to give the same percentage of his increased 

salary to charity. 

(a) How much more money did Mr Ling give to charity after his salary 

increment? 

(b) If the charity received $575 from Mr Ling after the increase in his 

salary, what was his salary before the increment? 

15. Abigail had three boxes, P, Q and R, containing a total of 1512 beads. The ratio 

of the number of beads in Box P to the total number of beads was 2 : 7. Abigail 

sold 190 beads from Box Q and sold  
 

 
  of the beads in Box R. The ratio of the 

number of beads left in Box Q to the number of beads left in Box R was 2 : 1. 

How many beads were there in Box R at first? 

16. Tabitha, Stephanie and Rosalind have 144 stamps altogether. At first, Tabitha 

gave 12 stamps to Stephanie. Then, Stephanie gave 8 stamps to Rosalind. 

After that Rosalind gave 20 stamps to Tabitha. The total number of stamps 

that Stephanie and Rosalind have now is half that of what Tabitha had. The 

number of stamps that Stephanie has now is  
 

 
  of the number of stamps that 

Rosalind has. How many stamps did Tabitha and Rosalind have altogether at 

first? 

17. Karen bought a total of 1260 curry puffs and sardine puffs. The number of 

curry puffs was 75% of the number of sardine puffs. When some sardine puffs 

were eaten, the number of sardine puffs became 28% of the total number of 

puffs left. 

(a) How many curry puffs did Karen buy? 

(b) How many sardine puffs were eaten? 
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18. The table below shows the cost of each stationery item in a book shop.  

 

Stationery item Cost 

Eraser $2.80 

Stapler $3.05 

Ruler $1.30 

 

 

Jennifer bought some erasers, staplers and rulers.  
 

 
  of them were erasers. The 

number of staplers she bought was 8 more than  
 

 
  the total number of all the 

items and the remaining 24 were rulers. She spent a total of $246.80 on all the 

items. How many staplers did Jennifer buy? 

 

 


