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Problem Sums Practice 

 

1. Clara has some sweets. If she packs them into packets of 5, she will have 3 sweets 

left. If she packs them into packets of 8, she will have 7 sweets left. What is the 

minimum number of sweets Clara has? 

 

2. John has $45 more than Melvin at first. After John had spent $75, Melvin had 

thrice as much money as John left. How much money did John have at first? 

 

3. Mary baked twice as many cookies as Linda at first. After Mary had given 80 

cookies away, Linda had thrice as many cookies as Mary. How many cookies did 

Mary bake at first? 

 

4. Raymond and Victor had the same amount of money at first. After Raymond had 

spent $48 and Victor had received $12, Victor had 4 times as much money as 

Raymond in the end. How much did each of them had at first? 

 

5. Alicia, Betty and Clara collected some buttons. Alicia had thrice as many buttons 

as Betty, and Betty had 8 more buttons than Clara. If they had a total of 102 

buttons, how many buttons did Betty have? 

 

6. Uncle Lim sold 
1

3
 of his apples in the morning and 

3

7
 of it in the afternoon, he was 

then left with 145 apples. How many apples did he have at first? 

 

7. Daniel had some stickers. He gave 
2

5
 of his stickers to his neighbour and 

5

9
  of the 

remainder to his sister. If he had 80 stickers left, how many stickers did he have 

at first? 
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8. A tank was 
3

7
  full of water. When 10 648 ml  of water was poured in, the tank 

became completely full. What is the capacity of the tank in litres? 

 

9. A farmer had 1290 ducks. He gave his 2 neighbours 120 ducks each. He then sold 
2

3
  of the remaining ducks. How many ducks were left on his farm? 

 

10. Among 100 girls who wear either dresses or contact lenses or both, 50 wear both 

dresses and contact lenses. 20 of them wear contact lenses but not dresses. How 

many of these girls wear dresses but not contact lenses? 

 

11. A plate cost $4.50 and a cup cost $2.30. How much would Mrs Singh pay for 8 

cups and 5 plates? 

 

12. John had $23.50. Darryl had $30.20 and Mary had $21.80. They wanted to 

combine their money to buy a present which cost $85 for their friend. How much 

money are they short of? 

 

13. There are 4 times as many notebooks in Box A as in Box B. After 44 notebooks 

are transferred from Box A to Box B, there are thrice as many notebooks in Box B 

as in Box A.  

 (a) How many notebooks were there in Box A at first? 

 (b) How many notebooks are there altogether? 

 

14. 384 people attended the Family Day at the beach. There were 248 fewer children 

than adults. There were 12 women fewer than men.  

 (a) How many adults were there? 

 (b) How many women were there? 
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