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Problem Sums Practice 

 
1. Pamela used 2 "

#
 m of ribbon and Rachel used 2 $

%
 m of ribbon during 

their Art lesson. What was the total length of ribbon used by the two 
girls in metres? 

 

 
2. Ahmad bought 3 magazines and a book. He paid $40 to the cashier 

and received $5 change. If the book cost twice as much as each 
magazine, find the cost of the book. 

 
 

3. There were 367 girls and 198 boys in the hall. There were thrice 
as many adults as children in the hall. How many people were in the 
hall altogether? 

 
 

4. A manufacturer wanted to make 2-colour handphones. He was 
given a choice of 10 colours. How many 2-colour combinations of 
handphones could he make? 

 
 

5. There were 72 pupils in the school hall at first. Then, another 15 
boys and 21 girls joined in. the ratio of the number of boys to the 
number of girls became 4 : 5. How many boys were there in the 
school hall at first? 
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6. Nicholas spent  &
#
 of his money on a watch which cost $90. If he had 

bought a book instead, he would only have spent  $
"
 of his money. 

How much did the book cost? 

 
 

7. &
'
 of the people at a park are adults. The number of boys is '

(
 of the 

number of girls. There are 385 more boys than adults. How many 
people are there at the park? 

 

 
8. Chester, John and Bradley shared a number of marbles in the ratio  

5 : 7 : 3. Chester and Bradley received a total of 664 marbles. How 
many more marbles did John receive than Bradley? 

9. The total mass of a big metal ball and a small metal ball is 19 kg. The 
total mass of 5 big metal balls, 3 small metal balls and a medium 
metal ball is 94 kg. The total mass of 1 big metal ball and a medium 
metal ball is 22 kg. Find the mass of a small metal ball. 

10. Tracy saved some money on Monday. She saved $9 more on Tuesday 
than on Monday. Subsequently, she saved $9 more each day than 
the day before. By Friday, she found that she had saved $800. How 
much money did she save on Monday? 

11. On  Monday,  a  fruit  seller  sold $
(
 of  the  apples  in  his  stall.  On  

Tuesday,  he  sold another 24 apples. On Wednesday, he sold as many 
apples as he sold on the first 2 days. On Thursday, he sold the remaining 
48 apples. How many apples did he have at first? 
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12. The ratio of the number of $5-notes to the number of $10-notes in 
Casper’s wallet was 3 : 2. After Casper withdrew 48 more $10-
notes from his bank, the ratio of his $10- notes to $5-notes became 
6 : 1. What was the total value of the $5-notes and $10-notes in 
Casper’s wallet at first? 

 
 

13. Cindy bought 12 boxes of pies for a party. There were 12 pies in each 
box. Each of Cindy’s friends ate 2 pies. At the end of the party, Cindy 
found that there were 16 pies left. 

(a) How many of her friends were at the party? 

(b) If the ratio of the number of girls to the number of boys at the 
party was 3 : 1, how many boys did Cindy invite to the party? 

 
 

14. 3 bottles, A, B and C, were filled with water. Bottle A contained 5 
times as much water as Bottle B. Bottle C contained  $

%
  as much water 

as Bottle B. If Bottle  A  contained  72 ml more water than Bottle B, 
how much water did all the 3 bottles contain? 

15. Last year, a fitness club had a total of 96 members. The ratio of the 
number of male members to the number of female members was         
5 : 3. When 54 new members joined the club this year, the ratio of 
the male members to female members became 3 : 2. 

(a) How many of the new members are females? 

(b) What is the ratio of the number of female members last year 
to the number of female members this year? 
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16. Teresa bought an equal number of apples and melons. Every 5 apples 
were sold for $2.40 and every 2 melons were sold for $7. If Teresa spent 
$120.80 more on the melons than on the apples, how many apples did she 
buy in all? 

 
 

17. The ratio of the number of stalks of carnations to the number of stalks 
of roses in a floral shop was 5 : 2. Each stalk of carnation cost $4 and 
each stalk of rose cost $6. The florist would be able to collect a total 
of $4800 from the sale of all his roses and carnations. 

(a) How many stalks of roses were there? 

(b) After selling some of the roses, the ratio of the number of 
carnations to the number of roses became 10 : 1. How many 
stalks of roses were sold? 

 
 

18. A box contained some green, blue and red marbles. The total number 
of green and blue marbles was 380. The ratio of the number of red 
marbles to the number of green marbles was 3 : 5. The number of red 
marbles was &

)
  of the number of blue marbles. 

(a) What was the total number of marbles in the box? 

(b) When some green marbles were removed from the box, the 
number of blue marbles became %

'
  of the total number of 

marbles left in the box. How many green marbles were removed 
from the box? 


