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Problem Sums Practice 
 
 
1. Stephanie has twice as much money as Wilson. How much money must Stephanie 

give to Wilson so that each of them has $54? 
 
 

2. The number of men at a party is  
!
"
  of the number of women. There are 91 more 

women than men. How many people are there at the party? 

 
 
3. Paul and John had a total of 25 cards. John and Anil had a total of 18 cards. Paul 

and Anil had a total of 17 cards. How many cards did the 3 boys have in total? 
 

 

4. Sharon’s age is  
!
"
  of   her mother’s age.  3 years ago, her mother  was  42  years  old.  In how 

many years’ time will Sharon’s age be 
!
#
  of her mother’s age? 

 
 
5. William has some marbles. If he puts them into 42 boxes of 12 marbles each, he 

would have 3 marbles left over. If he puts them into boxes of 15 marbles each, how 
many marbles would be left over? 

 
 

6. A tin contains 8 l of paint.  
$
%
 of it is used to paint 4 wooden tables and 2 chairs. 

If the amount of paint needed to paint a wooden table is twice that of a chair, 
how many chairs can be painted using the remaining paint? 

 

 

7. &
'
  of the guppies in a pond  are red,  

$
%
 of them are blue and  

!
"
  of the remainder  are 

green. The rest of the guppies are black. There are 210 black guppies. How many 
guppies are there in the  pond? 

 
 

8. Lydia, Whitney and Carmen went for a dinner together. Lydia paid  
&
$
  for of the 

bill. Whitney and Carmen split the rest of the bill between themselves in the ratio       
7 : 5. If Whitney paid $28 more than Lydia, how much was the  bill? 



2 www.mathsplusmore.com   

9. The ratio of the number of apples to the number of oranges in a basket is 5 : 3. There 
are 12 oranges. How many apples must be eaten so that the ratio of the number of 
apples to the number of oranges becomes 1 : 2? 

 
 

10. Aidan and Collin had a total of $560  in their  wallets. After Aidan 
$
%
 spent  of her 

salary and Collin spent  
&
(
  of his salary, Aidan had thrice as much money as Collin. 

(a) Who spent more money? 

(b) How much more? 
 
 

11. From the top of a tower, 250 m above ground, a ball was dropped vertically 

downward. The ball rebounded vertically upward  to  
)
$
 of the height  from which 

it had fallen each time it hit the ground. Find the total distance the ball travelled 

in the air when it hit the ground for the 4th time. 

 
 

12. Harold had  
!
&$

  as many trading cards as Linus. After Linus gave  
&
$
  of  his cards 

away, he had 144 cards left. How many more cards did Linus have than Harold in   
the end? 

 
 

13. Robbie had 70 birds in  his shop.  
)
#
  of them are parrots. The rest were pigeons. He 

 sold some of the parrots. The ratio of the number of parrots left to the total number    
of birds left in his shop was 1 : 5. How many parrots did he sell? 

 

 
14. Marc and Lindsey had 600 stickers altogether. After Marc had given away 40 of his 

stickers,  
!
$
  of the number of   Lindsey’s  stickers  is  equal to  

!
)
  of Marc’s stickers. 

(a) How many stickers did Marc have at first? 

(b) How many stickers did Marc have to give away so that the ratio  of  the 
number of Lindsey’s stickers  to  his  would be 7 : 3  at  the  end? 
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15. Deanna had 5 boxes containing 48 toothpicks each. She poured them all out of their 
boxes and used them to form a hollow square which has the same number of 
toothpicks along each of its side. How many toothpicks were there along each side 
of the square? 

 
 

16. When Wilson spent  
&
(
 of his money and  Alice spent  

&
)
  of hers, each of  them had 

 $120 left. What was the original sum of money each of them had? 
 
 

17. In a swimming school of 84 students,  
&
(
  of the girls passed the swimming test and  

!
$
		of the boys passed the swimming test. A total of 24 students passed the swimming 

test. How many girls failed the swimming  test? 
 

 

18. Sarah had 70 more dresses than skirts.  She sold  
)
(
  of the dresses and  

)
$
  of the skirts. 

 She sold 126 more dresses than skirts. What fraction of the remaining clothes that 
Sarah had were skirts? 


